
self, but the TimberSIL® team found 
there were other bragging points as 
well. For example, TimberSIL®

Wood Products was found to add sub-
stantial strength and stability to 
southern yellow pine lumber. “Recent 
tests show TimberSIL® 20-30% higher
in MOR and MOE (modulus of rigid-
ity and elasticity) numbers over ACQ 
and CA treated lumber, and six to ten 
times higher than the popular com-
posite decking materials, “Dixon de-
scribes. “[Its] increased stability yields
improved resilience in hurricane, tor-
nado, and earthquake prone areas 
contributing to an extended, indefi-
nite life cycle.” TimberSIL features a 40 
year warranty. 

The product has also shown itself to 
offer serious fire retardant advantages 
compared to other treated or un-
treated woods. 

Unlike many chemically treated 
woods, TimberSIL has a natural wood 
appearance and it can be painted or 
stained immediately –which means 
the dealer can make an immediate 
add-on sale, raather than hope the 
customer returns in 6 months. and 
unlike ACQ, it is not corrosive steel, so 
ordinary nails and fasteners can be 
used. 

TimberSIL  wood is available in pre-
mium 5/4 deckboard and all dimen-
sion lumber sizes, up to 16ft in len

®

gth, 
1X for trim boards, plus the popular 
2x2 pickets for deck railings. As a 
new Company, Timber Treatment 
Technologies is now establishing deal-
er programs with lumberyards, pro-
dealers, and distributors. 

1-888-346-9200
www.timbersilwood.com
e:timbersil@lumber.com
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Today’s most popular chemical 
treatments include ACQ (amine copper
quat) and copper azole. While they
don’t present the human health risk
of an arsenic compound, they are es-
sentially toxic to wood eating vermin,.
Unfortunately, ACQ treated wood is 
also toxic to steel fasteners.  

Karen Slimak, CEO of Timber 
Treatment Technologies, looked at
the problem from a different per-
spective. Instead of adding insecti-
cides to the wood, she developed a
treatment named TimberSIL® that 
would, instead, take wood out of the 
food chain altogether. 

The process involves heating tim-
bers that have been infused with a
sodium silicate bearing water based
solution that is non-toxic and VOC-
free. The silica forms a glass-like ma-
trix with the wood fibers, so insects 
and other decay causing organisms
do not recognize the resulting product
as a food source – and thus leave it 
alone. “this protection is on the mi-
croscopic, cellular level,” said Tim-
berSIL’s Rick Dixon. Tests show
wood eating pests move right over 
TimberSIL as if it wasn’t wood at all.” 

That might be good enough in it-

Until recent years, the most com-
mon protection for exposed wood was
CCA pressure treatment, which in-
fused the timber product with chro-
mated copper arsenate. It’s only been
4 years since that fell out of common
use due to fears over its toxicity.  

New wood protection 
treatment alters the 
nature of wood

There’s a very simple reason that wood is vulnerable to termites, 
boring insects, mildew, mold, and rot. Trees are part of the planet’s 
life cycle, and in the grand scheme of things, wood is meant to 
decay and feed other creatures. 

Of course, that’s not a story anyone’s customer wants to hear.
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